
MINUTES OF THE
JOINT PUBLIC EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2004
ROOM 129, STATE CAPITOL BUILDING

Members Present: Sen. Howard Stephenson, Co-Chair
Rep. Gordon Snow, Co-Chair
Sen. James Evans
Sen. Karen Hale
Sen. Lyle Hillyard
Sen. Bill Wright
Rep. Doug Aagard
Rep. Judy Ann Buffmire
Rep. LaVar Christensen
Rep. David N. Cox
Rep. Marda Dillree
Rep. Glenn Donnelson
Rep. John Dougall
Rep. James Ferrin
Rep. Karen Morgan

Members Excused: Rep. Duane Bourdeaux

Staff Present: R. Michael Kjar, Sr. Fiscal Analyst
Ben Leishman, Legislative Analyst
Katrina Yarrington, Secretary

Public Speakers Present: Edson Barton, CEO, ProCert Labs
Paul Hoffmann, Vice President, ProCert Labs
Lee Robinson, Superintendent, USDB
Leslie Gertsch, citizen
Jane McBride, citizen  
Donna Gleaves, Chairperson, Education Committee - LCPD 
Camille Call-Garcia, Trainer, USDB
Emma Petersen, citizen
Carol Ruddell, Teacher, USDB
Christopher Reece, Director of PR, National School Fitness
Foundation
Richard Siddoway, CEO, Electronic High School

A list of visitors and a copy of handouts are filed with the committee minutes.

Committee Co-Chair Snow called the meeting to order at 2:16 p.m. 
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1. RFP Proposal - ProCert Labs  - Edson Barton, CEO, ProCert Labs, detailed the Request for
Proposal (RFP) information for ProCert Labs.  Mr. Barton discussed several issues including
current material evaluations, 2003's SB 154 provisions, UPASS, review time, teacher
feedback, and performance expectations regarding school texts.  ProCert Labs provides
information on school texts and which sections of those texts comply with state core
curricula.  

There was brief discussion about request amount and financial status of ProCert Labs.  Sen.
Stephenson mentioned that this was an option that was recommended by the interim Public
Education committee.

2. Approval of Minutes - Rep. Dillree moved to approve the minutes from January 28th & 29th,
and February 2nd & 4th.

The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Hillyard and Sen. Wright absent for the vote.

3. Electronic High School- Richard Siddoway, Principal, Electronic High School, gave a
presentation about Electronic High School and detailed the budget requests for FY 2005.  The
Electronic High School requests a supplemental appropriation of $175,000 and an ongoing
appropriation for FY 2005 of $300,000.  Electronic High School has had a explosion in
student growth at 400%.  They currently do not have enough funds to accept all students
applying for classes.

The analyst recommended amount for Electronic High School is $500,000.  There is more
information under Tab 9D in the budget books for FY2005. 

4. Budget Presentation - Utah Schools of the Deaf and the Blind - Ben Leishman, Fiscal Analyst
discussed analyst recommended budget information under Tab 15 in the FY 2005 budget
books.

- The Analyst recommends $22,151,600 for the Schools for the Deaf and Blind.  Of this
amount, $18,406,100 is from the Uniform School Fund.

- The Analyst recommends that the Legislature pass the following intent language:

It is the intent of the Legislature that the finance director for the Utah Schools for the
Deaf and Blind in conjunction with the school Superintendent directly oversee the
calculation of the teacher salary adjustments detailed in UCA 53A-25-111.  Further,
this calculation should be presented to the State Board of Education for formal
approval in time to be included in the FY 2006 budget request for the agency.  A
report shall be submitted, for review, to the State Board of Education, the Governor's
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Office of Planning and Budget and the Legislative Fiscal Analyst detailing how the
annual salary adjustment was derived. 

- The Analyst recommends the Legislature pass the following intent language:

It is the intent of the Legislature that beginning July 1, 2004 that the fiscal
management of the Utah Schools for the Deaf and Blind be placed in the Utah State
Office of Education and that the USDB Support Services division be charged the
expenses for USDB financial management.  It is further the intent of the Legislature
that the State Board of Education provide oversight of USDB operations and
finances.

  
It is the intent of the Legislature that the Utah Schools for the Deaf and Blind, in
conjunction with the State Board of Education report to the interim Public Education
Appropriations Subcommittee detailing the implementation of audit
recommendations.  This report shall be delivered before November 31, 2004.

- The Analyst recommends $13,095,700 for Instruction at the Utah Schools for the Deaf and
Blind (USDB).  This amount includes $12,234,000 from the Uniform School Fund.

- The Analyst recommends $286,900 for the USDB - Institutional Council line item.

- The Analyst recommends that the Legislature pass the following intent language:

It is the intent of the Legislature that the State Board of Education, in consultation
with the USDB Institutional Council, define the appropriate use of the USDB Trust
Land Funds.  The definition should include any restrictions on use of Trust Land
Funds as well as a specific plan outlining the use of the closing non-lapsing balances
held by the line item and report back to the Public Education Appropriations
Subcommittee before the 2005 General Session.

5. Agency/Public Comment - Lee Robinson, Superintendent, Utah Schools of the Deaf and the
Blind, gave a power point presentation about budget requests, with Steven Laing, State
Superintendent, assisting. 

Brief discussion about cost per student and audit issues.

The following people testified from the public:
Leslie Gertsch, citizen
Donna Gleaves, Chairperson, Education Committee, Legislative Coalition for People with
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Disabilities 
Carol Ruddell, Teacher, USDB
Emma Petersen, citizen
Camille Call-Garcia, Trainer, USDB
Jane McBride, citizen

6. Requests for Appropriation - (4:00) - Rep. Ure detailed his request for School Fitness
Program at a cost of$1 million, assisted in presentation by Christopher Reece, Director of PR,
National School Fitness Foundation.  

Rep. Cox made a request for $9,000 for an Education Study in Utah County Schools.  

Sen. Evans made note about his S.B.230's fiscal note that would affect the committee's
budget if passed.  S.B. 230 would require the use of $30 million dollars to the Performance
Plus program. 

There was some discussion regarding Sen. Evans proposal.

7. Committee Business - Ben Leishman, Fiscal Analyst, gave committee members several new
handouts on the following topics; teacher licensing fees, Charter Schools, Higher Education,
an updated committee "wish list", and a letter from the Foreign Exchange Program.  He then
answered questions from committee members about the new information.  

MOTION: Rep. Buffmire moved to adjourn.

Co-Chair Stephenson adjourned the meeting at 4:00 p.m.

Minutes reported by Katrina Yarrington, Secretary.

____________________________________        _____________________________________
Sen. Howard Stephenson, Committee Co-Chair       Rep. Gordon Snow, Committee Co-Chair


